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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 1461 
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TAGS: EAD, NO 

SUBJECT: LAOS CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING 

REF: STATE 74216 

1. PER SIGGSTED, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR AID QUESTIONS 
AT THE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT, STATED THAT NORWAY WILL NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE LAOS CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING. 
NORWAY INFORMED IBRD AND ADB ON APRIL 7 OF THIS 
DECISION. 
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2. SIGGSTED SAID NORWAY HAD NOTHING AGAINST EFFORTS 
TO AID LAOS THROUGH THE LAOS CONSULTATIVE GROUP, 

BUT SIMPLY DID NOT HAVE THE MONEY IN THEIR BUDGET FOR 
SUCH AN EFFORT. THE DECISION ACCORDING TO SIGGSTED 
WAS DEFINITELY NOT A POLITICAL ONE. 

BYRNE 
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